SIDS--a developmental neurological perspective.
Most SIDS deaths occur between 2 and 4 months of age. Neural transformations may be important in SIDS. Evidence of delayed myelination has been found in SIDS victims. However a simple neuro-developmental model is insufficient to explain SIDS. The age of death profile is reportedly similar for pre-term and full-term SIDS victims. Another developmental change is that IgG levels are lowest when SIDS risk peaks, and there is data linking SIDS and infections. Prone position may also increase risk. While a developmental model emphasizing neural transformation is useful, other factors affect risk also.